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We have exciting news about recognizing students for their world language competency.

The Seal of Biliteracy is an honor that can be awarded to students
who have studied and attained proficiency in two or more languages
by the time of their graduation.  It encourages students to pursue
biliteracy and then showcase their language skills to college
admissions officers and employers.  Idaho joined the list of states
offering the Seal of Biliteracy in 2020, and our school district
approved it locally in December 2021.  Students can demonstrate
proficiency in English through obtaining a college readiness score on
the SAT, ACT, AP English, or ISAT ELA, and they can demonstrate
proficiency in a World Language through that language’s AP exam or
the Avant STAMP Assessment.  If a student believes they have met
these criteria, they can view the application here. We anticipate that
these will be ready to add to transcripts by the end of May.

In addition to the Seal of Biliteracy, our school board is developing policy for students to
earn high school credits by demonstrating proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and
speaking in another language through an assessment that meets standards set by the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, such as an AP World Language
exam or the Avant STAMP assessment.  Avant tests are available in over 50 languages.  We
anticipate that this policy will be finalized next month, at which time we will have more
information about how students can take the assessments to apply for proficiency credits.
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Eighth Grade students from Palouse Prairie Charter School, Moscow Charter School,
and St. Mary’s Parish School will be invited to the MHS Auditorium on April 8th from 11:00
A.M. - 12:00 P.M. for Pre-Registration.  If any families from Moscow Middle School missed
the Freshman Orientation on March 23rd or the classroom visits on March 23rd and March
24th, please let us know, and we’d be happy to help you out.  We’re very much looking
forward to welcoming the MHS Class of 2026!

Idaho SAT Day is April 13th.  This is the day that all juniors in the state take the SAT at
their high school free of charge.  There is no need to self-register.  Our only expectation is
that students come to school on time and bring pencils and an approved calculator.

In addition to Idaho SAT Day on April 13th, if a student would like to take the SAT again
another time, they can self-register and pay the $55 fee.  Many universities are
test-optional, but a good score can still help your chances and improve your course
placement for English and Math.

If you’d like to learn more about the differences between the SAT and the ACT, we’d be
happy to talk with you about that.  You can also check out the free event “SAT, ACT, or
Both?” from the Princeton Review on April 14, 2022 at 4:30 PM.

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

June 11, 2022 May 6, 2022 May 20, 2022

July 16, 2022 June 7, 2022 June 24, 2022

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

May 7, 2022 April 8, 2022 April 26, 2022

June 4, 2022 May 5, 2022 May 15, 2022

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/taking-the-test/what-to-bring-leave/calculator-policy
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/500616?z=98101
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/500616?z=98101
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
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In addition to its career exploration resources, NextSteps Idaho has developed
“future-building” steps for each grade level.  New account logins are now available.
Students can use this invitation link to create an account.  Use the menu (the three bars top
right of the webpage) to see what’s available at NextSteps Idaho.  Tools include
scholarships, grade level checklists, learning plans, and direct admissions to Idaho schools.
Next Steps Idaho also has six different interest assessments that you can try out.

Now is a great time to think about summer programs, internships, and conferences, and
one site that we recommend for exploring these opportunities is HS Navigator.  An
example of what you’ll find is AgDiscovery 2022, which is a free 2-4 week program at 21
colleges across the country.  AgDiscovery is an opportunity to learn from university
professors and USDA experts — plant and animal scientists, biotechnologists,
veterinarians, wildlife biologists, administrative professionals, and others.  It’s a unique
chance to get a first-hand look at the many exciting career paths in agriculture.

DrugFree Idaho has developed a free course called Parent CRAFT to help parents talk with
their kids about substance abuse.  The course provides parents with an evidenced-based
resource that they can access from the privacy of their own home and try and gain some
new techniques to better communicate with their child.

An Idaho Food Bank School Pantry is conveniently located in the Moscow High School
basement to help you get food for your family for no charge.  We are thankful for our
partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local donors.  To access the Food Pantry by
appointment or for more information, contact Diana Hicke.  Also note that all Moscow
School District students can get free breakfast and lunch at school during this school year.

https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/high-school-students
https://nextsteps.idaho.gov/login?token=W6227GgUM2bAw973rZjFHLyFmcn6Jsoc
https://careerinfo.nextsteps.idaho.gov/resource-category/discover-you/assessments-interest/
https://hsnavigator.org/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/civilrights/agdiscovery/!ut/p/z1/04_iUlDg4tKPAFJABpSA0fpReYllmemJJZn5eYk5-hH6kVFm8Z5GRs6GhiaGPhYm5kYGjiGhAc4GYWbGzj7m-l76UfgVFGQHKgIAA8UPkg!!/
https://drugfreeidaho.org/parent-craft
mailto:hicked@msd281.org


402 East 5th St
Moscow, ID 83843

(208) 882-2591

Forty-eight percent of our seniors have completed the FAFSA. If you haven’t yet, we
encourage you to do so!  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is required for all

seniors who want to be considered for any form of federal aid in college, including
Work-Study, and is also required to be considered for many scholarship opportunities.  The

first step in completing the FAFSA is for students and parents to both apply for a Federal
Student Aid ID (FSAID).

How can I meet with my MHS Counselor? We can meet with students during non-core
classes or during an available class period.  You can use our online scheduler
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors to schedule appointments in order to discuss
individual planning, academic and college advising, or personal concerns.  We welcome
meetings with parents as well and ask that you schedule your appointment through the
Counseling Center Secretary by calling (208) 882-2591.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
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Question from an MHS student: How do I ask for a letter of recommendation?

Answer: Many students will ask for letters of recommendation to supplement their
applications for colleges, scholarships, summer programs, etc.  These programs and
institutions want to hear what other people have to say about you.  The good news is that
your teachers, counselors, and administrators at MHS have all written letters of
recommendation before, and we all had letters of recommendation written on our behalf
that helped us in the past, so we’re happy to help students if we’re able to.

Here are some things to keep in mind:
● Your recommenders should be non-family adults who can speak to how you have

distinguished yourself as a student, employee, athlete, and/or citizen.  Ideally this
person will know you well and speak highly about you.

● Three recommendations should suffice, but it’s possible that someone won’t be able
to write a letter for you, so you’ll want to think of backup ideas too.

● If you can, try for one letter from someone who isn’t part of the school staff to add
more variety to the perspectives.

● Give at least two school-weeks of notice to write the letter.
● Ask in person.  Explain what you are applying for and why you are asking them to

recommend you.

After asking them in person, you can follow up by filling out the Biographical Data Sheet
(a.k.a. “Brag Sheet”) which will help the recommender become more familiar with you so
they can write meaningful and effective letters.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2St5x3a7LU6XXGtW_GbBBJBXQ32Cmb5GgN7lhAJrbwRUMDE5N05FV1dONEw0SlhVRUpNNU5JTDZHMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2St5x3a7LU6XXGtW_GbBBJBXQ32Cmb5GgN7lhAJrbwRUMDE5N05FV1dONEw0SlhVRUpNNU5JTDZHMi4u

